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West Nova Scotia Regiment (Era11e heading not required) 
FebruaBY 1944 

Summary of Events and Information 

Weather fine but cool. Bn carrierl on normal trg. Lt Col R S E waterman and a numbe~ 
of other officers went to see a film ''Five Graves 'eo C:J.irou. 

Weather fime. Arrangements 1.'Jere completed. for 24 men per week to spend 7 days leave 
at 8th Army Rest Oamp,Bari. Leave parties to travel in Parties of l2,two :parties 
per week. 

Weather fine.Coy Comdrs attended a conference at Bn HQ• The importance of night trg 
was stressed. Alae trg of LOBs for reinforcements. 
Li Col R S E Waterman :Pai«<. a visit to Div HQ. In the eveving he was guest at a 
P P C L I Dinner. 

Weather fine~ Lt Gen Sir Oliver Leese KCB,CBE,DS:O visited this unit. ~ 
Viewed t~ being carried out area sports fielcl,trans Park. 
1st Cdn Div Band gave a concert that vms well attended and a:_:Jpreciated. 
Lt Col R S. E 1Naterman attended Bde "0" G:p. Orders received. for this unit to relieve 
tl1e H :3: P ] R. 

A recce :party left for the H & ? 1 R. This 1.'\Tas an unpleasant trip as it rained and 
snowed all morning but by mid-afternoon the storm was over. 
All officers,warran~ officers & pl sgts attended a lecture at Bde HQ by the Div comdr 

More snow & ra~n. No church parade held to-day. Bn moved by trans to~ relieve the 
H & P E R general area 2914. Rain & snow alternately. Leading coys had taken over 
posns . when word was received that this . relieve rvas cancelled so Bn returned to ORTON 
Ene~ mortared Bn HQ a urea quite heavil:,y while move was in ::;>rogres s. No casul ties 
this U."'li t. 

Remarks, referencull 
to Appendices and 

initials 

Lt Col R S E Waterman attended Bde 11 0 11 Gp. ~ 

Weather still unsettled. Bn 11'0'·~ G·p. .?arty left to recce new a rea. Orders given to 
the effe0t that this unit i'-1-ill relieve R F F R general area 2813. Rear Bn Hq '·wB11 "Re 
and LOBs to remain in ORTONA. ~ 
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1 1 I 1700 hrs. E,..,emy very quiet this sector. A & D coys mortared at approx 1600 hrs. 

SQUARJl: 2813 
(,.,ear VILLA 
GRA:trDE) 

_, 

ORT01ffi. 

I I Weather still wet a,.,"" miserable. 

, 8 
1 
0900 'I Advance party from C B H arrive?.. C B H to relieve this u,it ,.,ight 8/9. Light 

I I 
harrasi ,..,g fire area left fv·r., coy Auri ,g "'ay. ne· casul ties. C onsiA era ble e.,., emy 
activity~ observe~ across the AREILLI Auri,g the Aay. Three patrols were se.,.,t out 

I 
right 8/9. Two of these C'O,tacte~ e,.,emy. No casulties. RaineA quite hearlly Auri,.,g 

i 

9 I o6oo 

1400 

"night. Relief ,ot complete"" u,..,till 0530/9. 

.Bn "nOW occupy former billets i,., OHrOl-iA. Raini,.,g very har.:l. Tps get what rest they 
ea,., before the expecte~ relief of the H & P E R. 
Lt Col R S E Waterma,., atte.,.,Ae~ B~e "O" Gp. B'l1 will relieve H & P E R ,.,ig.,_,t 9/10. 
Tps move~ by · tra,.,s,first coy i,., at 1800 hrs. Relief complete~ by 2100 hrs. Still 
rai,.,i,.,g,cleare-" off however at approx 2200 hrs. Sta.,.,Ai,.,g patrols o.,_,ly to-.,.,ight. 
E,.,emy fairly quiet ""uri,g relief. 

10 Weather fi,.,e a,.,r1 warm. The Aay was quiet aT'lA peaceful until 1800 hrs whe.,., 11 Jerry" 
la,.,"" en approx 2 5 81 .I\1M area B,., ijq. Shelli .,..,g last eA some 10 mi .,_,utes but cause"" .,.., o 
casulties. 

1400 Lt Col R S E 1Naterma,.., vi site"' J3r1 e Hq. · 

11 0900 

I 

12 

Weather very col"" with rai, a,.:~ s-now squalls. - Lt Col R S E Waterma, visite"' B.:l e 
Hq a,.,A agai,., at 1400 hrs this tlille accompa.,.,ie.!l by Lt R E Campbell,I 0. Patrols 
lHght 11/12 as follows:3 'stan-"i-ng to the right,ce,.,ter & left of fW-'1 coys. A further 
patrol (fighti.,.,g) pf 1 officer & a 5 0 R attackerl e,.,emy pos.,., just right of TOLLO rA 
281144. E.,.,cou.,.,tereA heavy oppositio-n here a-n .:l forceA to withAraw. Casulties 1 0 ·R 
killer1,officer & 5 ORS wou.,.,Ae"" . Tps are livi,.,g e.,.,tirely i.,_, slit-tre,ches wnich i.,., 
this weather is very u,.,comfortable a.,.,A a liberal rum-ratio,., is issue~ ~aily. 
Slight morta'D fire this area. 

Rai.,., a,.,"" s-now with high wi.,.,"". Q,.,e i.,.,ch of S"nOW fell ,.,ight 12/13. Sta,.,Ai,.,g a,.,~ stealt 
patrols .,.,ight 12/13. : These ha"" to be ca,.,celler1 the latter part of the ~ay ~ue to 
white _groun"" a.,.,r1 moo'l1-1ight. 
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13 Thi.s Sabbath is to be a !lay of sile,..,ce alo,..,g the entire ::=:iv fro,..,t,,..,ot because it is JrvJ 
Su,..,cay but as part of a plan to get the ememy curious. Weather fine & cool. Lt Col ~~ 

1400 R S E Waterma,.., visite~ B~e Hq. 

14 Weather unsettle;l with col~ rain,comme~ci-ng 1600 hrs. These circumstar~c~es ~ake 
li vi .,g i., sli t-tre.,.,ches very u,.,comfortable .. Pattols .,., igh t 13/14 little to 

0
report. A 

two platoo,., rai~ by B coy is all tee;l up for 0530/15. 

15 0530 A two platoo., rai;l we.,t i., on ri~ge 284135• This was carrie~ out by B Coy supporte~ 
by arty,mortars,4.2" & 3",our ov-rn & those of the R 22e R,also by sta-n~i,.,g patrol at 
281143• No casulties & no priso,.,ers but patrol establishe~ some ~efi.,.,ite facts re 
e,.,emy o,., our fro.,t. E.,emy M B fire was .,ot exceptio,..,ally heavy but patrol ha~ a lot 
of Phosphorous mortar bombs & rifle gre,.,a;les thro~ at them. The grou.,~ was wtiite wit 
s.,.,ow a.,~ weather u-nsettle"" ~uri-ng "'ay,however it soo.,., cl&are~ up & the s.,ow finally 
~isappeare~ althou~ it remam,.,e-" cool. or~ers receive~ that · R 22e R will relieve 
this u,.,it .,ight 15/16,we to take up the origi,.,a~ - R 22e R pos~ i,., rear of VILLA GRAl~DE. 
West .1.~ S R to provide patrols night 15/16,3 sta-n""i.,.,g & 3 fighti.,.,g. Sta.,.,~i,.,g t§ 283154 A"P'P 3 & 27915 5 got o.,., without i .,ci~ e.,t but' to 28114! ,!1 i~ ,..,ot reach objective. Fighti.,.,g 
patrols also bumper~ e-nemy. No casulties. All A-'ljts & Staff Capts to meeting A & Qat 
Mai,., Div. Atte,.,de"' by Capt Dyer,Adjt West N S R • 

-· - - · 
~ -· 

16 Bn completely relievec by first light. Rain & S"'OW ar~~ to the alrear~y extreme mu-'lr~y 
co,.,riition ·of the grou.,.,-'1. Billits of a shattere-'1 nature help some. E F I supplies 

l
are-·issue-",2 bottles of beer per man,gin & whiskey for se-nior UCOs & Officers. Day 
spent chiefly i., resti,.,g up. ~ · - -- · 

1430 ·I Lt Col R SE Wat~_rma.,.,,Lt RE Campgell, (I 0) ,& Coy Comclrs atte-n~e~ a "'iscussio.,., at B-"e 
Hq ·uy Brig Gibso,., re lesso-ns lear.,e;l in rece.,t perio-'1 i.,., th:e li.,.,e. SpiriU3s of the 
tps excelle.,.,t i,., view of existir~g co.,-"itio,.,a. 

1.7 Weather U""Settle;l,rai., & s-now squalls. B-n still i.,., a, operatio.,..,al (reserve) role. 
Co,tact patrolw to fla.,..,ki.,.,g u.,.,its & our front carrie;l out. Lt Col R S E Waterma-n 

· m~ki-ng arra-,geme.,.,ts far tps to see a show at S.LEONARDO befomJ we enter the li,.,e aga ·,., 
.. ,. - -~ 
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Weather still u.,settle;: with s.,ow & rain, Whole area "'0W a morass of mu.::. ~ 
Lt Col R S E Waterma"' complete~ arrangeme-nts tc have U"'it see show "Ti.,.. Hats" i.,.., groups 
of 7 5. Times are 1400 & 1800 hrs Sat. , 1400·, 1800 & 2100 hrs Sun. l\llaj Rogers· 0"' e of 
the ol~ origi.,.,als ha"' to be· evacuate.:: sick, Capt RhoA es replacing him as Com.!! D coy. 
I 0 & Pl Comdrs recce C & Y R area i"' preparatio., for relief of that u.,.,it in,"Y'Iear 
future. 

Or""ers receive;: for this- ·u,.,it tb relieve C & Y R -night 20/21. Two groups of 75 to 
see film at S.LEOHAR;:;,o in after.,oo.,..,. · Weather co,.,ti.,..,ues unsettled with s,.,ow & rai"'. 

_, 

Weather Aull & C::J'J2... Capt K-· 1~ Rho ·' es came u:p from L 0 B to take over corn.::~ of D coy. 
Capt-·Theakston tOO".m over comcl of A coy i.,., the abse.,..,ce of Maj D ArchibalC:.. First coy 
move.:t by march route to relieve ·c & YR. Bn eha.,ge-over complete by 2400 hrs. 
Pitch "'ark.,ess ma"'e this a"' extremely ;:ifficult move. 

Weather clou;:y & cool. Fairly quiet .most of the '"ay but occasio.,al mortar bombs ANJ 
falli.,g area left fwA CO¥· Capt Alle"Y'I arrive~ to take corn"' of B coy from Capt H Bur"'s~ 
who went out for a short rest. Usual patrol act.ivities night 21/22. ~ 

Weather fi"'e & warm. Some shelling left fwA coy also right rear coy. Qw., arty active · i 
our front most of the afternoo.,. Co.,..,tavt patrols to u.,its as usual also sta.,.,"'i.,.,g 
a.,.:: fighting patrols Auri"'g .,ight 22/23. 

. . 

Weather milrt -but clou.::y. Normal trg carrie.:~ on. The usual co.,.,tai!Tt & fighti"'g patrols~ 
were carrie~ out. Lt Moore,p"'r officer took a fighting patrol to 288168 anA captureA 
2 prisoners,also a M.G. Later 4 of the e"'emy gave themselves up to a sta"'.::ing patrol 
just fwA of B coy pos"'. T..,forma tio., from the PsW & the 4 -;: eserters prove"' of great 
value a-nn establishe.:t beyol"l"' a Aoubt the i-"entity of the ememy facil"lg u.s. ~ 

. ~ 

Weather fi.,e. Two BBC representatives visite.:t this Hq,a.,-" spen~ some time talki.,g to ~ 
Lt Moore & his patrol a.,A taki.,g the .,ames of the me.,., cm"'cerner~. Lt Col R S E waterma . gave 
Lt Moore & his patrml 48 llrs leave· /;/ am 
Lt Col R s E waterma" visite" B"e Hq, ~ 
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25 0900 Weather cloudy with some rainc Lt Col R S :S Vlaterman left to attend a two day 
conference at L.ANCIA'I'JO • . Nlaj F Hiltz,2 I C now in comd of the Bn. 

1245 Hea.vy shelling area C coy & Bn Hq. Lasted 15 minutes. 1 OR slightly wotmded. 

26 v:·eather cloudy & m.ilcJ v;i th a little :reiE~ Occasional shelling during day. 

27 

28 

29 

140.0 A daylight patrol at 1400 hrs returned with valuable information & a anti-personnel 
mine believed at firse ~i be a new type but later proved to be an old type used for 
the firse time on this fronto 

1600 Lt Col R S E waterman returned from conference at LANCIANO. ~tro DAF officers arrived 
and were attached ·to coys to acquaint themselves with infantry operation. 

Weather warm & fine. Lt Col R S E Water.rnan spent most of the day visiting Rear Bn Hq 
& Bde Hq. Slight shelling fvvd areas. Fighting patrol to 288168 night 26/27 bumped 

enemy. Patrol Comdr Capt ::!: ].Jl' Crous e missing believed to be killed or .badly vvoundw5. 
& a prison er. 

weather fine & warm. Lt R E Campbell (I 0) went to s. VITO to watch an artw & mortar " 
d.emonst~ation vrhich proved to be a pretty good show. Some shelling fwd coys by 88 MM 
No casulties. · 

Weather very fine & pleasgpt. Recce party to R 22e R area 'ft;LLA GRANDE in preparatio 
fop move to that area. I~% Col Allard. 'R. 22e R CO visited this Hq. Lt Col R S E Water ~n 
visited C & Y R, Rear Bn Hq & .Bde Hq. Slight shelling during day. Standing & contact 
patrols as usual. Arty softened up area 288168 during afternoon & early evening. - A 
recce patrol in same ares returned with valuable inctrormationo Ground much drier no·~v 
and living conditions a little more pleasant. Capt B Cochrane took over comd of HQ 

1 Coy. Capt H Burns & Lt Kirk left for England on instructional duties~ 


